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RHSO: Regional Agreement between Acton, Bedford, Concord, 
Lexington, Sudbury, Wayland and Weston



Definition

G.L. c. 40B, §§ 20-23 – known as Chapter 40B or the 
Comprehensive Permit Law – is a state law that was 
enacted in 1969 to facilitate construction of low- or 
moderate-income housing. It establishes a consolidated local 
review and approval process (known as a “comprehensive 
permit”) that empowers the zoning board of appeals (ZBA) 
in each city and town to hold hearings and make binding 
decisions that encompass all local ordinances or bylaws and 
regulations. 
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Affordable Unit Programs, Lexington 
examples

MassHousing 
40B
• Lexington 

Courtyard
• Avalon 

Lexington 
Ridge

LIP 40B 
(Friendly 
40B)
• Avalon (Met 

State)
• Fairview
• Other LexHAB

LIP Local 
Action Units 
(Special 
Permits)
• Manor House
• Jefferson Drive

Other
• Lexington 

Housing 
Authority

• Developments 
with public 
subsidy
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LIP 40B Process and Milestones
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Annual Monitoring
Town and DHCD Monitoring Agents

Marketing, Leasing
Per the AFHMP

Final Approval
Form of Regulatory Agreement

40B/Comp Permit
Issued by ZBA

Project Eligibility Letter (PEL)
Issued by DHCD, Ticket to ZBA

LIP Application
Presented by Developer, Signed by Selectmen, LHP

Early review and input from local 
Boards, Town approves the Project 
concept

Comment period by DHCD, site visit, unit 
mix, affordability, Department 
conformance with regs/guidelines

Comments from Town Boards, Final 
Plan with conditions, justify Local 
Preference 

Defines Affordability, Housing 
Restriction, rent calculations

Local outreach, applicant review, 
leasing materials

Annual certification to DHCD:  Financial 
Management, Fair Housing, Unit Mix, 
Rents, Eligible Tenants



Spotlight on Local Input

• Early presentation by development 
team to town entities, formal 
signature by Selectmen signifying 
Town support

LIP Application

• DHCD led, formal comment period, 
input by Boards and Committees, 
Site Visit 

Project 
Eligibility

• Public hearing process, input by 
Boards and Committees, and 
residents

Comprehensive 
Permit Hearings
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Summary

 Lexington has affordable units created 
through many programs
40B and local zoning bylaws

40B is a legislated process with significant local 
input

 LIP 40B used when in ‘safe harbor’
Ensures local support early
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Resources

Mass.Gov:
MGL Chapter 40B, Section 20-23
760 CMR 56 – Comp permit regulations
DHCD 40B Guidelines

MHP.net: 
Chapter 40B Handbook for ZBA
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